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Scorching heat on March 20

Simmering state:
Apartments slightly
shrouded by
ground-level ozone
with a moderate
AP reading of 124
in Batu Muda
yesterday.

‘Current spell may culminate in record temperatures’

PETALING JAYA: Scorching heat is
forecast on March 20 due to the
equinox phenomenon.

The current hot spell could cause
a heatwave if the temperature
exceeds 35°C for five straight days,
or 37°C for e consecutive
said y C

In a statement, he said that of
late, the highest temperature was
recorded on Thursday in Alor Setar,
and Chuping (Perlis) where it
peaked at 38.5°C.

He said if the rain continued to

stay away, then Kedah, Perlis and
Penang could record even higher
temperatures.

“As for the Klang Valley, the nights
will be hotter than usual,” he said.

Malaysians, ially senior citi-
zens and children, should take pre-
cautions when engaging in outdoor
activities. “Drink more water to pre-
vent dehydration,” he said.

Tangau said the hot and dry
weather was projected to ease by
the end of the month following the
inter-monsoon season where there
would be more rain and thunder-
storms in the evening.

On another matter, the Depart-
ment of the Environment said yes-
terday that the Air Pollutant Index
(API) readings recorded in the

Valley was due to ground
level ozone and not the PM10 fine
dust that is part of a haze.

Ground level ozone is a second-
ary pollutant formed by chemical
reactions triggered by the presence
of ultraviolet rays in sunlight.

“The API is based on five parame-
ter pollutants - PM10 (indicator of
haze), SO2, NO2, €O and ground
level ozone (03). In the API calcula-
tion, the most prominent parameter

becomes the API of that particular
time or hour,” the DOE said.

“The contributing factor to high
ground level ozone is due to high
intensity sunlight since the weather
now is very hot and dry, resulting
from the El Nino.”

Moderate APl readings were
recorded in Petaling Jaya at 103,
Shah Alam (103) and Batu Muda
(124) at 2pm yesterday.

See Page 28
Indonesia to start
firefighting eariy
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High-Level Discussion Needed To Address
Transboundary Haze Issues - Lee Lam Thye

KUALA LUMPUR, March 11 (Bernama) -- A high-level discussion is needed to
address the transboundary haze issues and find ways to solve the problem once and
for all, said social activist, Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye.

Lee, who is also Malaysian Crime Prevention Foundation vice president, said there
should be bilateral talks between Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and
Indonesian President Joko Widodo.

"The bilateral memorandum of understanding (MoU) was proposed after all ASEAN
members ratified the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution.

"It was reported that the MoU between Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta was scheduled to
be signed on Sept 18 last year but was postponed to Sept 25 before being delayed
again. Until now, no new date has been set for the signing of the MoU," he said in a
statement here, today.

Lim said it was heartening to note that Natural Resources and Environment (NRE)
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar was doing his best to get both
sides to sign the MOU but the minister had yet to receive any response from his
counterpart.

Earlier on Monday, Indonesia's western province of Riau has declared a state of
emergency over forest and land fires blazing on the island of Sumatra.

The report sparked fears 6f a recurrence of haze in the country.

"Malaysia should avoid a repeat of last year's haze at all cost. Last year, the thick
haze, which enveloped the country from August to October, was one of the worst in
Malaysia," he added.

Lee also commented on the report from the Meteorological Department that said the
forest fires in Riau should not be an immediate concern as the northeasterly wind
would not bring the haze particles to Malaysia.

"But what will happen in May and June when the winds change direction?

"Malaysia has to be pro-active and take preventive action as the haze issue is one of



great concern for everyone because it affects the whole country in terms of people's
health, healthcare expenses, environment, economy and many others," he said.

The NRE ministry also needed to expedite the implementation of the law, to make
parties responsible for causing air pollution in Malaysia accountable for their actions
in neighbouring countries such as illegally burning forests and peatlands, he said.
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